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Puppy love & handsome hunters 
the Bicester’s got The Horn again!



Welcome to the first, resur-
rected edition of The BHWC 
Horn!  It has been a long time 
coming - can anyone remember 
when the last newsletter was pro-
duced?  The aim is to keep you 
all up to date with everything go-
ing on within the Bicester Hunt 
with Whaddon Chase, together 
with some amusing anecdotes 
and hunt related information. As 
with all newsletters, it will only 
be as good as the content provid-
ed so if you have any ideas, how-
ever wacky, please contact Eve 
Jones who has kindly agreed to 
act as Editor (newsletter@bices-
terhunt.co.uk).  Thank you, Eve!
 
After four months of lockdown, 

it looks as if the restrictions are 
beginning to lift and life may 
be returning to the “new” nor-
mal.  The Kennels are looking 
spic and span, although holding 
a Puppy Show is still looking un-
likely. Hound exercise is slowly 
increasing and this year’s puppies 
are out to walk. The horses are 
beginning to come back in to 
start their roadwork with every-
one hoping that we will start 
Autumn Hunting as normal in 
September. 
 
We have two new Masters to 
welcome into the fold; Ant Mac-
kenzie who will look after the 
North End and Ollie Cornock 
who is looking after the Mar-

ston/Thenford area. Both 
great assets to the BHWC 
team and hopefully you will 
get a chance to meet them 
soon. They will be ably as-
sisted by Lorraine Wadland 
and Juliet White who join 
the Secretarial team. Details 
of Masters and Secretaries 
can be found on the website: 
www.bicesterhunt.co.uk and 
in the Red Book.  Don’t for-
get you can also buy BHWC 
ties, caps, hoodies and gilets 
via the hunt website or  www.
bhwcmerchandise.co.uk.
 
We are delighted that Patrick 
Martin has agreed to head up 
the Hunt Supporters Club 
and there will be more details 
of upcoming events in future 
editions. 
 
We hope you enjoy The 
Horn!
Lucinda Lloyd MFH 

Master's voice



Summer Hunt Rides

The Grafton v BHWC annual golf match has been rescheduled
14th September at 1pm
Buckingham Golf Club
Please ring Peter Rymer on 07801229700 
if you would like to play.

Details to come in due course via email.
 

Saturday 25th July Grove Farm, Chearsley
Saturday 1st August The Kennels, Stratton 

Audley
Saturday 8th August (Area 3)

Saturday 15th August (Area 3a)
 Saturday 22nd August (Area 2

Bank holiday weekend (Area 1 and 6)

Grafton vs Bicester Golf Match

In lieu of our Annual Country Fair at the Kennels, we 
have been running a virtual event- the BHWC Country 
Fair online! With classes from dog-showing to cake bak-
ing, from fancy dress ponies to giant root veg compe-
titions, we have had some fantastically creative entries! 
There’s still a week left to get involved so do download 
the schedule by clicking on the flyer above or visit www.
bicesterhunt.co.uk/events and get stuck in!

 
• Over 30 classes to enter online
• Produce, photography & poetry classes
• Dog Show
• Horse and Pony Show
• Deadline 24th July 2020
• Download schedule down details

Kirtlington Sponsored Ride 

In the  Diary 

We hope that the annual Kirtlington Sponsored Ride 
will be running again this year. It currently has a pro-
visional date of 27th September but this is pending 
Government guidance. It really is a stunning ride with 
50 optional fences - a great pre-season sharpener, so 
fingers crossed.



News to us...

 THE HUNTING 
JOINT COMMITEE

A new committee tasked 
with developing a strate-
gy to ensure the long-
term future of hunting 
with hounds has been 
formed by representa-
tives from the hunting 
associations and the 
Countryside Alliance.
The Hunting Joint 
Committee (HJC), 
being chaired by Nick 
Herbert, chairman of the 
Countryside Alliance, is 
using a framework based 
on the three principles 
of science, standards 
and social licence. The 

News from 
the 
CouNtryside 
AlliANCe  
from former 
BhwC 
mAster Polly 
PortwiN

strategy will be sup-
ported and implement-
ed by all of hunting’s 
leading organisations 
– including the Masters 
of Foxhounds Associ-
ation (MFHA) – while 
further developing the 
longstanding rela-
tionship between the 
Hunting Office and the 
Countryside Alliance. 
 
COUNTRYSIDE 
CLEAN UP
19th & 20th Sept
 
The Countryside Al-
liance has announced 
dates for its dedicated 
weekend to fight back 

against rubbish blighting 
the countryside. 
Masters, hunt staff and 
hunt supporters are en-
couraged to participate in 
this litter-picking initia-
tive which will take place 
on 19th& 20th Septem-
ber 2020 to coincide 
with this year’s Great 
British Spring Clean 
following postponement 
from earlier in the year. 
Many of you will remem-
ber seeing some familiar 
BHWC faces promoting 
the original event in the 
Daily Mail before the 
Covid-19 pandemic took 
hold.

https://www.dai-
lymail.co.uk/news/
article-8013895/Ru-
ral-champions-muck-
Mails-Great-British-
Spring-Clean.html

More details on the 
Countryside Clean Up
available here.

A HouNd for A yeAr 
We have had a fantastic response through our social media pages for those 
wishing to sponsor a BHWC hound for the year and we still have a few 
remaining.
There is huge pleasure to be had sponsoring a hound, by picking yours out 
from the pack at meets throughout the season and watching their progress.
For £20 per hound for the year, you will 
receive a digital print of your hound and a 
certificate of sponsorship and your contribu-
tion will go towards essential care through-
out the year.
If you’d like to sponsor a hound please con-
tact Laura Bow. 

follow BhwC 
oNliNe

 
Get your daily hunting fix on 
our social media pages. These 
are a great way to keep in the 
know about events, the thrills 
and spills of a day’s hunting 
and day-to-day kennel life. 
If you have any images you 
think our followers would like 
to see do pass on to Becca 
Bullock at becca@bicester-
hunt.co.uk  so she can share. 

Buy your BhwC 
merChANdise

Get your hunt ties, hats, 
coats, sweaters, t-shirts, cuf-
flinks badges and more online.
 

 www.bhwcmerchandise.co.uk
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A huge thank you to all those who are walking BHWC puppies this 
summer. Currently there are eleven and a half couple of puppies out 
at walk and another litter or two hopefully yet to come.

Saintly’s litter was particularly special this year. She has been tried 
many times previously to be put in pup without success, so it’s very 
special that she held and had a litter of healthy pups.

In general puppies are out at walk with families across the BHWC 
country until they are seven months old. It’s not an exact science, it 

may be bit longer depending on when they start taking themselves 
off hunting or jumping out of the pen. Most hound puppies are re-
membered for their mischief although there are exceptions to the 
rule. Laura Bow recalls one Brocklesby pup returned so well trained it 
sat for a biscuit. 

Salmon and Sailor from Saintly’s litter, as you can see have been 
making the most of lockdown and getting very involved in family life 
...whereas Thornton and Thistle have been taking things at a slightly 
more leisurely pace.

wAlK this wAy - PuPPy wAlKiNg sAiNts

News to us...

the red lioN 
gets A revAmP

With the reopening of 
pubs across the country 
earlier this month, came 
the reopening of The Red 
Lion in Stratton Audley 
under new management. 
Ex-Bicester MFH Phil-

lippa Taylor and daughter 
Verity along with Tony 
Jones have taken on the 
lease of the pub just a 
stone’s throw from the 
BHWC hunt kennels. The 
Red Lion has been scene 
to many a hunting knees-
up over the years under 
previous leaseholder 
Frank O’Neill’s watch and 
we shall expect no less 
from the new team. 
A whole raft of helping 
hands were busy behind 
the scenes for doors 
opening on the 4th July 
and the pub will be open-
ing Tuesdays to Sundays 
3pm -11pm. While the 
kitchen is temporarily 
closed, “The Food Shack” 
will be serving simple but 

The Horn is your news-
letter, established to 
keep the BHWC con-
nected, informed and 
entertained! 
We value all our mem-
bers and supporters and 
would love to hear your 
news. 

If you would like to 
contribute to The Horn, 
in any way, send your 
ideas, stories, events, 
photographs or 
memories to: 
newsletter@bicester-
hunt.co.uk

CAlliNg for 
CoNtriButors

delicious finger food in 
the garden to either eat 
in or take away.

Follow The Red Lion 
Stratton Audley on 
Facebook for Red Lion 
updates and to see when 
The Shack is serving. 
Do show your support 
and pop in!
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Dodging Covid19 and 
low flying 747’s. Chris-
topher Lawrence Price 
reflects on the pleasures 
and pains of being 
locked up and bucked 
off. Safety first please...

Well, lockdown or lockup 
has been eased and what a 
relief!
However, not relief of stay-
ing indoors, as it was 3 
months of total pleasure, it’s 
the relief of knowing that I 
can now use the Tube and 
the 170 bus at random. But 
more than that, it is the 
relief from relentless, cha-
otic advice being churned 
out to us ‘Oldies’ on how to 
survive Covid19.
The final straw, after be-
ing endlessly harangued 
on safety, by Government, 
family, friends and stray 
dogs, was an unexpected 
telephone call from my 
brother, a man not known 
for personal charm or fil-
ial concern. He had called 

Priceless 

to check on my 
health, presumably 
to confirm that I 
had not had some mental 
breakdown during lock-
down, resulting in his three 
children being excluded 
from my will. I volunteered 
a reassuring response about 
keeping safe, when he sud-
denly interrupted saying 
that as far back as he could 
remember, I had never 
done anything ‘safe’.
This conversation caused 
a process of reflection, 
starting at the age of three 
and a half, when Antho-
ny (older brother) threw 
me on to the back of one 
of Grandpa’s pit ponies. 
The hard-working ponies 
were above ground, having 
their annual Summer hol-
iday and having NEVER 
been ridden.  This little 
experiment resulted in the 
first of my many visits to 
Worcester Hospital’s A&E 
Department. So, there I 
was, in severe pain with 
a broken collar bone, but 
totally hooked on the ex-
perience of riding a pit 

pony, discovering my early, 
excellent dressage skills and 
somehow, really enjoying 
the painful experience of 
being bucked off. It was at 
this moment a proclivity 
for sadomasochism reared 
its rather pleasant head.
To my delight, my own 
two ponies were delivered 
last month to my summer 
hunting ground, Wind-
sor Great Park, a place of 
real beauty and tranquil-
lity - dodging the daily 
manoeuvres of The Cold-
stream Guards (usually in 
camouflage) or the sudden 
appearance of terrifying 
antlers rising above a dense 
cover of 4ft ferns, or having 
to keep Leo and Kingsman 
calm with the low flying 
747’s bellowing their arriv-
al at Heathrow.
So, longevity never di-
minishes the excitement 
of being on a horse, but 
not being regularly bucked 
off has much more appeal 
these days.

CLP, London

Ponies 



Henry Thornhill - keeper of the sacred 
printer’s proofs of The Horn “Mk I” 
reflects on its former glory....

Frank Tutt (left) and some of his helpers

Twenty years later and The Bicester Hunt with 
Whaddon Chase gets “The Horn” again. Forget 
Country Life, The Field and Tatler, The Horn 
was the most anticipated, publication of the 
year for the BHWC and now we have a digital 
format for the 21st Century.

The Horn was full of articles. With profiles of 
masters, followers mounted and foot, it even 
profiled horses. Educational, informative and 
political situations were covered and written 
about. Equally enlightening, were pieces on, 
How to cook a husband, Do you want to be 
a parent (“can you stand the mess they make? 
First smear marmite onto the sofa and jam onto 
the curtains. How does that look?) and True 
tales of the chase.

Adverts catered to every need of life of the 
BHWC. Recipes from members ensuring that 
dining tables thoughout the country were laden 
with gourmet delights. Reports on days hunting 
(before moving to line hunting). The two Pony 
Clubs, hunter trials, team chases, fundraising 
and the many social events, nothing was left 
unturned.

The essence of The Horn Mk II is, as before, to 
bring an insight to the life of the BHWC and 
it will nod towards its trail blazer and bring 
together the enthusiasm and camaraderie of the 
BHWC once again. Is Lucinda still living at 
2 Sloane Gardens, or is she the chatelaine of a 
Stately Pile?  Does she WhatsApp Amanda now? 
We wonder…

The Horn



KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON
 or call the vet?

Tricks of the trade

As hunt horses are being brought back into work 
across the country, the first port of call should be the 
farrier. I cannot emphasise enough the importance of 
correct, regular shoeing – cutting corners and over-
looking this essential equine maintenance can lead 
to many problems further down the line. Everyone 
involved in horse management should understand the 
principles of correct foot balance and the repercus-
sions of good, bad and indifferent shoeing.

– Maintain a consistent trimming schedule during the 
off-season.

– Be clear with your farrier about the season’s plans. 
Regular shoeing should be on a schedule which takes 
account of both what the horse is doing and at what 
activity level.

– Look after your horse’s feet. It is the farrier’s job to 
put the shoe on but it is your job to make sure they stay 
there. Poor hoof quality will result in lost shoes. Take 
the time to pick out feet daily, apply a good quality hoof 
dressing to 
protect the hoof wall and soles and consider nutrition.

– Your farrier should be looking to enhance the function 
of the foot, not inhibit it. Tell tale signs that your farrier 
is not meeting your horse’s needs include:
• Flares in the hoof (indicating uneven weight distribu-
tion and stress)
• Uneven or compacted growth rings
• Sheared heels, collapsed heels or contracted heels
• Distorted frog
• Tripping and/or intermittent lameness

The key to soundness during the hunt season

www.vtvets.com | clinic@vtvets.com 
| +44 (0) 1869 228 731

Top tips from equine vet Dr Helen van Tuyll BVSc MRCVS

AsK AuNt AgAthA

Dear Agatha, 
I’ve been trying to homeschool my children for months. I don’t understand their maths, their teach-
ers hate me and all the kids want to do is ride quad bikes and ponies in their pants. They’ve turned 
feral. What should I do?

Dear Mother of Feral Creatures,
This sounds completely wonderful. Horses and quad bikes are excellent skills to master and 
can become quite useful to you in the long run. Make sure they can turnout, clean tack, har-
row a school, etc. If you have a lorry start them learning early so they can do second horses 
for you when the time comes. Accountants are far less useful than grooms and terriermen on 
the hunting field. 

She’s been around the block, she’s long in the tooth and what she’s 
forgotten wasn’t worth knowing. Love? Life? Laundry?

Don’t sweat it, Aunt Aggie’s got the answer.



Tricks of the trade

A reCiPe from the hedgrow

Holly's Hedgerow Horn
If you like gin and raspberries you will love this deli-
cious cocktail, it’s also part of your 5 a day!

50mls of Hendrick’s gin 
35mls of Cherry brandy 

25mls of Elderflower cordial 
50mls of Puréed raspberries 

Ice cubes 
Crushed ice 

Cucumber and fresh mint to garnish 

• Purée the raspberries in a blender and then strain 
them through a sieve to remove the seeds. 

• Add all of the ingredients into a cocktail shaker 
with 4-5 cubes of ice a give it a good shake. 

• Fill a glass with crushed ice and strain contents of 
the cocktail shaker over the crushed ice. 

• Garnish with cucumber and mint and enjoy! 

Culinary wiz Holly Birch 
raises a glass to ‘The 
Horn’ and shares a fruity 
number this issue with 
her Hedgerow Horn 
Cocktail. True purists 
head to the hedgerow 
for their raspberries and 
home-made elderflower 
cordial. True drinkers 
head to the supermarket 
(far quicker)...

If you’ve got a tasty treat or tipple to share 
email newsletter@bicesterhunt.co.uk

Thank you
To all The Horn contributors, including our 
brilliant photographers. Please visit 
their websites to buy their work. 
Greg Knight - Rural Shots

Fancy a revamp for the season? Get some vintage retail ther-
apy and kick some new life into these hunting gems. 
BHWC Vintage & Second-hand Pop-up Shop is open 
throughout the summer.
Please contact Rachel Griffin 07885616309 for more details. 

ViNtAge
PoP-uP 

shoP

www.onceuponatable.co.uk       emma@onceuponatable.co.uk

The new generation infection control for coverage of all 
Equine environments: Stables / Transport / Tack rooms / Staff 
areas

Eradicate, prevent and protect with this ‘dry mist’ pathogen 
killer...no rinsing required. 

 Kills Ringworm, Strangles, Apergillus, Influenza A...as well as 
+100 pathogens inc. Covid. 

Totally non-toxic, eco-friendly, odourless and non-corrosive 
while leaving a protective bond.  

Contact : Ben Tuckey on: 07796 358202 
            ben@equine-bio-genie.co.uk

equiNe Bio geNie
www.equiNe-Bio-geNie.Co.uK
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